newspaper reports of parliamentary proceedings. Much of the curious information regarding the endemic and epidemic diseases of Norway, which has from time to time appeared in this journal, has been gleaned from these proceedings of the Christiania Medical Society. This is indeed the only medical journal published in Norway, and it owes its support to the medical practitioners scattered over the face of this thinly-inhabited country, or concentrated in the two or threes towns along the coasts. The population of all Norway does not equal the half of that of London, and as the majority of the inhabitants lead a pastoral life, separated from each other by wide tracts of desert mountains, money is exceedingly scarce, and few practitioners would find it worth their while to settle in country districts. To remedy this the Norwegian Government has appointed district physicians in the various provinces, supporting them by an annual stipend, in addition to the remuneration they can obtain from the inhabitants. The districts to which these men are appointed are often of exti*aordinary extent; a journey of fifty or eighty miles is of no uncommon occurrence, but to accomplish it the practitioner has to encounter difficulties unknown in more cultivated and more easily traversed lands.
These district physicians are almost all of them highlyeducated men, and much of the valuable information relative to disease prevalent in certain parts of Norway has been obtained through their exertions. In Norway, the trade of the chemist and druggist is wisely separated, as it is everywhere but in England, from the profession of medicine. In outlying districts, however, this enactment is dispensed with, but still the practitioner is remunerated for his visits, 18G0.] Norse Obstetrics. 347 and not according to the quantity of drugs he has sent to the unfortunate patient. Premature labour was induced in one case, in a female who had been three times pregnant pi'eviously, but in each instance perforation had to be performed to save the mother's life. As she was exceedingly anxious to have a living child, premature labour about the end of the seventh month was brought on by the warm douche; but even at this early period the child could not be saved, and the mother sank, and died sixteen hours after delivery. Some pus was found in the uterine sinuses, which, as Dr. Faye thinks, could hardly have been formed in the few hours that elapsed between delivery and death. It is remarkable that this dwarf (for she .was only forty-six inches high) had menstruated regularly from the first twelve months after her birth.
A fatal case of hydrorrhea after delivery occurred this year in the hospital. The female, aged forty, had suffered from general dropsy during her pregnancy, but the urine did not contain albumen. Every part of the body was cedematous at the time of her entry into the hospital. Shortly after delivery a copious discharge of slightly sanguineous serous fluid took place from the vagina; and though the uterus contracted well, she sank under repeated attacks of syncope, and died in nine hours.
The whole body was found to be infiltrated "with serum, but the kidneys were quite free from disease.
During this-year much puerperal fever prevailed in the institution, in spite of the increased accommodation that had been provided; but it is possible that the new apartments were occupied too early. Not 354:
Reviews.
[Oct.
less than 55 cases of puerperal fever occurred among the 134 inmates, and of these 19 died. In all cases but two careful post mortem examinations were made.
We Much of what follows in Dr. Faye's last pamphlet is of a controversial character, and is in answer to the objections raised to his theories and treatment by someof his colleagues. We do not think ourselves called upon to enter upon these more personal matters ; our object has been to lay before the profession the opinions and experience of one who has devoted many years to the study of this branch of our science, and whose highly cultivated mind has been well fitted for observing the progress of this still obscure disorder.
